Submission for the ESAG Website re- Sacred Art Exhibition
October 2009
The Epiphany Sacred Arts Guild had a busy and productive year including a 9 day long exhibition, “Beauty at the Service of the Gospel” at St. Jude’s Roman Catholic Church.  There were submissions from 17 artists which featured icons, mosaics, calligraphy, illuminations, sacred vestments, embroidery, rosaries,  several pieces of jewelry and an Italo – Byzantine cross.  All submissions were juried.
The exhibit opened October 18, 2009, the Feastday  of St. Luke, the Patron Saint of Artists.  Father Lawrence Donnelly, pastor of St. Jude’s and spiritual director of the Guild officiated/celebrated an opening mass.   The following Sunday we were graced with the presence of Archbishop Michael Miller, who con-celebrated Holy Mass.  Archbishop Miller toured the exhibit and provided very positive comments, noting the high level of artistry demonstrated.  He offered much encouragement to the Guild to continue providing the Archdiocese of Vancouver with such events.  He spoke not only of the extraordinary talent but more importantly of the sacredness of the pieces which would inspire the faithful to holiness through meditation on such sacred objects.
In the planning process for the exhibition, the Guild was committed to running the show for nine days, starting each day with holy mass and opening the gallery immediately following and remaining open until 7:30 pm, Monday through Friday and until 7:00 pm on the weekends.
The guest book indicated 500 + visitors viewed the work.  It was heartening to read of people’s keen interest and enthusiasm for future shows.  
The next Guild exhibition being planned for is fall of 2010.  As a considerable amount of energy goes into the organization of a show, submissions from exhibitors will be accepted in the fall of 2009.
