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In a bright and cheery studio at the Evergreen community centre in Coquitlam, Patricia Ballard and Frank Turner toil to develop their artistic talent and ability to create sacred art. Turner and Ballard, two of roughly 30 members of the Epiphany Sacred Arts Guild, told The B.C. Catholic they hope to add to their numbers and raise the profile of sacred art in Vancouver with an exhibition in October.

“This show is meant for all the artists in the archdiocese,” said Turner. “It’s an exhibition of sacred art, and the first judged show we’ve held; the works will be graded on both technical and Church standards.”

The guild, dedicated to creating art in the Catholic tradition, is hosting the exhibition Oct. 14 and 15 at St. Jude’s Church in Vancouver.

Turner and Ballard, who have both been with the guild since its beginning three years ago, said they hope the show will uncover relatively unknown local Catholic artists.

“We’re asking them to come out of the woodwork, because we know they’re out there,” said Ballard. “We have 17 works pledged, many of which are still being made.”

Ballard and Turner said one of the difficulties with an exhibition of sacred art is that most works are done on a commission basis for private owners, or are permanently installed in a church. They said many churches and private owners are reluctant to part with the art, even for just a few days, because they are personal instruments of prayer. For this reason, the guild is asking for submissions early to give artists plenty of time to create something specifically for the showing.

“We put a fairly lengthy deadline on it so artists can get something ready for June,” said Turner.

They also explained the guild is not just about attracting people who wish to create art, but also about raising awareness and providing resources for people who want to learn more about Church art.

“We’re also looking for people interested in sacred art and pursuing it with the mind of the Church,” said Turner.

There are fairly stringent rules governing sacred art, as the art is meant to support liturgy while beautifying the Church and helping people focus on the spiritual. However, this also means that virtually everything to do with a church building is appropriate to the exhibit, such as icons, paintings, architecture, vestments, and stained glass windows.

“We have five or six women who belong to the guild who make vestments and altar linens,” said Turner. “For this competition we are looking for anything that supports liturgy, everything from stained glass to credence tables and chairs.”

Turner said the guild also trains artists to create works that complement liturgy rather than distract from it.

“Many artists haven’t been educated as to what the traditions of the Church are,” said Turner. “In the guild, one has to have the mind of the Church in pursuing one’s craft.”

Entries, which are due June 30, can include large-scale public sacred images, liturgical objects, and devotional art, as well as architecture and installed sacred images, and they will be judged by three senior members of the guild.

Entries must include a completed entry form along with a high quality image for scanning, or a scanned TIF or JPG file, as well as an entrance fee of $25, which includes membership in the guild.

To obtain submission forms or for more information contact curator Patricia Ballard at 604-987-4390, or e-mail pattibee@pacificcoast.net, or mail 313, 110 E. 27 St. North Vancouver, BC, V7J 1S2.

