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The “Sunburst Monstrance” was found in an antique shop in England about 1980 by Father Donald Neilson, visiting from Vancouver.

When he discovered it was about to be sold to be used as an elaborate clock, he purchased it with help from priests of the Archdiocese of Vancouver. It has since been dipped in gold and encrusted with semi-precious stones, and in January it became the showpiece of an exhibit at St. Augustine’s Church.

The exhibit on Epiphany was appropriately the first public statement by the Epiphany Sacred Arts Guild, in existence less than a year.

The two-day exhibit, attended by hundreds, focussed on three Epiphany themes: the Adoration of the Magi, the Baptism of Christ, and the Marriage Feast at Cana.

The gallery was divided into two separate and distinct spaces: the sacred and the profane. The arts guild wanted to use the exhibit to remind viewers why certain objects are considered sacred and used within the church, such as historical and contemporary sacred vessels, vestments, and art, and those private and devotional items one would find in a domestic space.

All of the pieces were on loan from various priests, parishioners, and guild members from around the archdiocese.

